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This document is designed as a reference source for owners completing the Owner 
Identification page in an AERA Inc. Horse Logbook (or the application for novice log book for the 
states that require that).

Please complete the front page, with the horses name and all other details in good hand writing  
with black biro only. Avoid using felt tip pens as the writing smudges and becomes unclear in  
damp weather.

The identification process requires markings (eg white markings, whorls, brands, scars etc) to be 
filled in on the horse diagram on the next page. This is accompanied by a written description.  
The live horse should be viewed from all angles and the markings recorded as seen. Care should 
be taken to complete the diagram and description for the markings as they actually appear on 
the horse.  If later the actual markings on the horse do not match those on the logbook, it raises  
doubts about the identity of the horse.  
Make sure  that the horse  is  clean and mud is  not covering some part  of  a  white  marking,  
particularly on the legs.

Red biro is used for white markings. Everything which is not white on the horse must be shown 
in black on the diagram.

Whorls
A whorl is where the hair grows in a tight swirl pattern, and is about the size of a fifty cent piece.  
Their position and number are aids to identification.  Mark them on the horse identification  
diagram as an X, in black biro. 
Places to start  looking for whorls  include the crest,  forehead, throat,  forearm, breast,  belly,  
girth area, stifle, flank, and they may appear elsewhere.
If there are few or no white markings, try to include at least 5 whorls or more.

White markings

The term “white markings” refers to the white leg and face markings displayed by many 
otherwise solid-coloured (non-pied) horses. These markings always have pink skin beneath them 
so remain visible even in grey-gone-white horses, particularly when wet. They do not change in 
shape and position throughout the life of the horse so are excellent for identification purposes. 
White marking should be shown in red biro and cross hatched in.

White head markings

Most white head markings can be categorised according to one of the following descriptions. 
True markings on the head consist of solid collections of white hair. However, if the marking is 
only a few white hairs, this should be stated rather than use the terms star, stripe etc. The form 
has space for a separate description of lip, muzzle and chin markings.
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Examples of white head markings
Star 

Any solid white marking between or above the eyes.

Stripe 

Any solid white marking down the front of the face within the confines of the nasal 
bones. It may be called a broken or interrupted stripe where it is not continuous.

Snip

 Any isolated white marking between or just above or below the nostrils.

Star conjoined stripe

A star and stripe are both present and joined continuously down the face. Numerous 
variations are possible if the markings are not continuous, e.g., “Star, Stripe and snip 
conjoined” or “Star and stripe conjoined Snip”.

Blaze

A broad white marking to at least the edge of the nasal bones, which may begin above 
the eyes and extend down as far as the upper lip.

White face

An extensive white marking extending well beyond the confines of the nasal bones, 
often covering the eyes and forehead as well.
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White leg markings

White leg markings are known colloquially as socks or stockings.  White leg markings, when 
present, should be marked on the identification document in red biro and cross hatched in. 
Don’t forget to fill in white markings on the correct legs on the identification diagram, from 
the side and behind, as they appear on the horse.

Most white markings do extend around and up the leg in sock or stocking fashion but they 
seldom end evenly or at the same height. Almost invariably they begin at the coronary band and 
it is rare for them to go higher than the knee or hock. Only occasionally are detached white 
markings seen, i.e. those not beginning at the coronary band. The description of white leg 
markings are described according to the highest point they reach on the leg. This is where 
knowledge of the Points of the Horse terminology becomes very important. E.g., white markings 
may be described as “half pastern” or “full pastern in front, fetlock behind” or “full cannon” or 
“fetlock” and so on. Sometimes there are small patches of black hair in the coronet region of a 
white marking. These are called ermine or distal spots and their position should be indicated on 
the identification form, and marked as a black spot. The hoof below a white marking is usually 
pale but will have a dark pigment stripe below an ermine spot.

Examples of white leg markings
White coronary band White knee

White pastern White hock

White fetlock White forearm

White fetlock in front white 
half cannon behind

White cannon

4



Patches
Isolated white body patches in any horse probably indicate the presence of a pied gene, but in 
some breed societies the horse is still described according to its base colour rather than as one 
of the pied patterns, and the patch drawn in and separately described. Sometimes horses have 
spots or patches of darker coloured hair, which should also be indicated on registration forms.
If the patch is white, it may be shown on the diagram with red biro and cross hatched in.  If the 
patch is not white, the patch outline only may be shown in black biro.

Scars
Permanent scars are useful for identification purposes and should be indicated by a black arrow 
pointing to the area where the scar is, on the identification forms

Prophet’s thumbmark 
This is a small muscle indentation seen on some horses usually on the lower neck. It is usually 
shown as a very small circle with a cross in it, or may be shown as a triangle.

Brands
Brands if clear and present are to be drawn as they appear on the horse.  Most brands are 
placed on the shoulder. Occasionally they appear on the rump. 

Do not record brands if the horse has not been branded despite the fact that Breed Registration 
papers may show brands.
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Horse surface anatomy points

1.  Poll 15.  Cannon 29.  Flank
2.  Eye 16.  Fetlock 30.  Belly
3.  Cheek 17.  Pastern 31.  Girth
4.  Throat 18.  Coronet 32.  Chestnut
5.  Jugular groove 
    (Jugular furrow)

19. Hoof 33. Breast

6.  Windpipe 20. Hock 34. Dock
7.  Crest 21.  Gaskin 35. Tail
8.  Neck 22.  Stifle 36. Nasal Bones
9.  Whithers 23. Quarters 37. Nostril
10. Shoulder 24.  Buttock 38. Upper lip
11.  Point of the shoulder 25.  Croup 39.  Lower Lip
12. Elbow 26. Loins 40.  Chin
13. Forearm 27.  Back 41.  Forehead
14.  Knee 28. Chest 42. Jawbone
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See key previous page
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